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MY QUARANTINE DAYS

Daya Fathima, D/O Shajith A T, 1995 CE

Time felt meaningless,

As I stayed home in solitariness,
Who knew there would come times,
Where a global pandemic arises.

Waking up drearily,

With my happiness ebbing away
quickly,

Waiting to go out; no longer patient,
A minute feeling like an hour,

All T have is my gadget,

Keeping me away from bore.

My biological clock dismantled,
Keeping ourselves entangled,
Makes the time fly.

@ THE EYE MAGAZINE

Some either eating a lot,
Or working out a lot,

A few drawing,

A few baking.

Several pros and cons,

Better environment low emissions,
Family bonding,

Discovering and realizing.

Hang in there with might,
It’s going to be alright,
So, hold tight.
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A Trlbute to Diego Maradona

TP Rajeev , 1990 Mech

A tribute to Diego Maradona is like adding sand to the seashore.
Thousands across the continents from the world’s most influential
political leaders, Nobel Prize winning authors of Latin America,
the spiritual gurus of India, star footballers of every generation,
the FIFA bosses of then and now to the slum dwellers of Bangla-
desh and the butchers of Africa, all have poured in their tributes.

Every tribute speaks about the aura of this magician, about how he influenced
one and all, though most of them had never met him.

It has been 34 years since Argentina won their last World Cup. Many nations
have cradled the Cup in their hands since then, but you can still see teenagers,
born much after Maradona stopped playing, holding placards, wearing the
No.10 jersey and shouting for Argentina at every street in Malappuram, Cairo
and Addis Ababa. It is because of what this man did for his country in 1986.
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He, not only took Argentina to the top of the
footballing world and placed it alongside
Y Brazil, but also brought hope to millions of
underachievers across Asia, Africa and other
third world nations, that one day a Maradona
Awill be born in their country too and will
bring world cup glory to them.

International football lovers adore him for
what he accomplished for his country, having
won every trophy from the Youth World cup,
Copa America and the World Cup. However,
those who follow club football closely, will

W agree that his achievements for his club were
even blgger He joined one of the weakest clubs in the city of Naples- Napoli,
which was often termed as the dump yard of Italy. Napoli had never won a
Serie A and were nearing relegation when Maradona joined them in 1984. He
carried out his promise of presenting them a championship victory by beating
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the rich North Italian clubs, the likes of AC Milan, Juventus, Inter and Roma.
Maradona did not stop at that. He gave them more than what he had promised,
winning the Serie A in 1986 and again in 89. He, then went on to winning the
biggest cup in Europe, the UEFA Champions Trophy in 89, apart from the
Italian Super Cup and Copa Italia. He became the most loved son of the peo-
ple of Naples. They rewarded him by withdrawing the No.10 jersey forever,
and now have named the Naples stadium after him.

The biggest match that he probably ever played was the Argentina — England
quarter finals of the Mexico ‘86 World Cup which saw two contrasting goals
that became part of history. The first one termed as the ‘hand of God’ was fol-
lowed by the goal of the century. A miraculous one, which the English great
Peter Reid who chased Maradona all the way from behind the center line till
he went past Peter Shilton, can only recall with awe even today. That match,
for the Argentinians, was more than football. Played after the war between the
two countries for the Falkland Islands, which the English won with the sup-
port of America, this victory in the World cup against England, which took
them all the way, was a revenge. Maradona became a bad boy ever since in
the eyes of England and America. He refused to play club football in England
when every world class footballer dreamt to be part of the English league. The
media in England and America always haunted and chased him both on the
playground and outside. He retaliated by tattooing the image of Che Guevara
on his upper arm and Fidel Castro on his leg.
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Things changed after the 1990
World Cup. The already deteriorat-
ing relationship with the Napoli
management worsened. National-
ism also played its part. Host nation
Italy were fancied to win the ‘90
World Cup, with a formidable
. lineup that included Maldini,
Baresi, Schillachi, Donadoni, Bag-
gio and the likes. However, Mara-
dona had other ideas. He single-
handedly, with support from Canig-
gia, beat them in that hard-fought
120-minute  gruelling semifinal,

which obviously didn’t go down
well in Italy and Naples.

Maradona thrived when the resources were minimum. He proved it time and
again for Argentina, Boca Juniors and Napoli. Pele, winning the World Cups
for Brazil was like Messy winning all those championships for Barcelona in
the last decade, with half a dozen star players to support him. Platini once fa-
mously said about Zidane who was voted the best footballer of the two dec-
ades post Maradona era ‘What Zidane could do with a football, Maradona
could do with an orange’.

There are a few who hated Maradona, but when one looked at those grievanc-
es closely, they all appear personal and beyond football. Pele disliked him for
displacing him from his unchallenged position at the top. Diego Simione
called him a cheater when he failed the drug test in ’94. Simionie knew that
Argentina couldn’t win the World Cup without him, even when he was going
downhill in his career at that point of time. The Establishment bosses hated
him for he spoke the truth and opposed them. He took to drugs in the 90’s to
find solace and an escape from his personal issues. Unlike Lance Armstrong,
Ben Johnson or Marion Jones, who took it to enhance their sporting capabili-
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ties, Maradona had achieved all the sporting laurels much before that.

Diego Maradona spent a major part of the last decade in Dubai as an ambassa-
dor of sports, he coached a few local clubs too. I wish I could have bumped
into him at some event, Dubai being a small city, but that was not to be.

Dear Diego, for someone like me, who played football at the school and uni-
versity level and for the local clubs where dry paddy fields and the hard red
pitches of Kerala were our stadia, at a time when you were winning every
match and every tournament at the highest level, your passing away has sud-
denly taken away my youth from me.

But, having said that, the timing of your departure is irrelevant, as you had be-
come the hero of every footballing folklore much before you went. Long after
all of us, who are alive now are done and dusted, you will be relished as long
as the last football is rolled in the smallest of fields in the remotest corner of
the world.

Good bye Diego... and thank you for living and passing by like a dream and
inspiring millions around the world to dream.

STADIO

DIEGO ARMANDO

AR TAYEBIBIATFA
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Neha Rakesh Pillai, D/O Rakesh Pillai

Born in a cage, Trying to Spread my  Tastes bland.

wings; But the winds, hills, and trees

But where to fly, how will I fly; Seems to call me.

For the door is locked, the cage is
Small.

. Oh, How I wish I could fly around,
Yes, Captivity is worse than death.

How I wish I could be free,

Instead of crying here in vain and

The sunrise, Yes I could see it, pain.

But I couldn’t feel it, Born in a Cage, I don’t know how it
Humans look at me, think I’'m happy; feels to be free!
They don’t understand how I feel.

The food kept in here, Captivity is worse than death.
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12th Biju Cherian Endowment talk was conducted on 11th September 2020,
on the eve of the 13th Annual General Body meeting of Darsana. The talk was
delivered by Mr Prabir Purakayastha on “Open knowledge and collective ex-
perience for Social action”. Prabir is an engineer and a science activist. He
headed the Working Group on the Energy Sector under the aegis of the Kerala
Planning Board twice. He is the Chairperson of the Just Net Coalition, the
President of the Free Software Movement of India, and the founder Editor of
Newclick.in, a news website.

Open knowledge and Collective
Experience for Social Action

Prabir Purkayastha

This topic interests me both as an engineer and a social activist. Capital-
ism 1s in a crisis that it 1s not yet reached a level where it can expand freely.
Though a certain section of the people is able to develop with market capitali-
zation, the net productive assets of the society are not getting developed at the
same rate and the distribution is not taking place the way we would expect to
happen when societies get wealthier. There is a concentration of wealth and
the prosperity of society is not commensurate with the prosperity of some sec-
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tions of the people. On top of this, came the crisis due to covid-19 epidemic.
Let it be clear that we are not going to return to the same state of what existed
before covid-19 epidemic. The informal sector has lost employment heavily.
Probably four out of five people turned unemployed in the informal sector.
And the small business is also facing enormous difficulties. A large number of
them have closed down or are in the process of closing down. It is certain that
after covid-19, everything will not become normal again as people who have
lost their capital would find it difficult to start building enterprise and people
who lost their employment have lost them permanently.

It 1s probably true that vaccines will be available within some months.
When the next year starts, the impact of covid-19 may also reduce. But it
doesn't mean that the pre-covid days are going to return. In this context, I'm
very happy that you are trying to set up a new kind of paradigm of how to
build small cooperative businesses startups. Good that you explore the role of
your organization which can contribute in this as a large technical-financial-
managerial community. You are also looking into how knowledge can be put
to productive use by not only you, but by other sections of people in the socie-
ty. This will help to sustain small enterprises, either in terms of co-operatives
or other small businesses because what they lack apart from money and the
financial resources is knowledge and management expertise which are re-
quired for an enterprise to succeed. Also I think it is extremely a challenging
exercise to bring that in and to help smaller enterprises to come much closer
to the grass roots. And the fact that you are trying to do it at this time, makes it
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much more difficult and but I hope that this current unusual pandemic scenar-
10 will not affect you. As you act by the time the epidemic starts lifting, you’ll
be in a position to actively help those sectors which have taken the biggest hit
in terms of the covid-19 epidemic. An important question is on how we see
the framing of these issues. Also what will be the pioneering role the organi-
zation plays? I don't think there are many examples that I could look upon.
Okay, here's a blueprint you can copy. Anyway, you're trying something quite
unique.

So what can you draw from others’ experiences? Let us start exploring.
What does an enterprise really represent? Whatever is the enterprise, a capital-
ist enterprise, socialist enterprise or public sector, any enterprise has to have
three things. It should have a certain amount of resources, physical capital
money as Marx defined it - money needs to have a certain minimum amount
before it can be called as capital. An amount of hundred rupees is not capital.
So you have to have a certain quantity of money before you start. It can be
from banks, in the form of loans. It can be the money that you can collect
among yourself. But that is one necessity. The second necessity is that you
must have people who will work. There must be labor which will produce
goods. You must have some amount of machinery and also you have to buy
raw materials to produce finished goods. And this is what a classical or tradi-
tional economist tells you.

A certain thing that is missing in this picture, which I think a very im-
portant element, and in the absence of which all these would not work, is
knowledge. In fact, knowledge is something which is often neglected in this
scheme of things. An economist basically looks only at capital and labor. They
are the factors of production. And the presence of knowledge is taken for
granted. Somehow it always exists. If you take democratic societies which ex-
isted from medieval times to this date, you will see that the key element of the
transition that takes place is the transition of true knowledge. Once you learn
things, you learn how to do new things and to use new materials and to look at
what uses they can be put to. This is one part which is left out. Knowledge
doesn’t belong to an individual but to the society. Newton said if he had seen
further it was by standing on the shoulders of giants. So essentially it's accu-
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mulated wisdom of other people on which we base our new incremental
knowledge, but this is the knowledge that allows us today to build Industries,
to build new things and also to do new innovations. You do innovations in
ways of thinking as you put different sets of knowledge together which could
be breakthroughs in science, discovery of new laws or new materials. But we
should be clear about the function of the artifact to be produced; otherwise, all
this knowledge is not going to help you produce an artifact. And technology is
active imagination in order to produce an artifact which has social use. Yes, it
must have social reasons for having some economic value. It must also fulfill
a certain function which it has to incorporate.

Pump incorporates the function that you can pop water. A car makes it
possible to go from one place to another. When I incorporate a certain func-
tion in the artifact, the scientific and technological knowledge used for that
may be experiential knowledge. We don't know the laws and rules as yet and
may not know whether this 1s the maximum we can do. But that type of em-
pirical knowledge is also knowledge and all of that has to be built into some-
thing that society needs. This knowledge is something that you as technical
people produce and this is something which generally not accessible to small
enterprises. One person may have an idea but that one idea is not enough. You

need a home to call that idea to bear fruits with a lot of other auxiliary
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knowledge that must go together to finally produce something and also to the
production system which goes to produce the product. But this is not enough.
For making a particular artifact, you must also know how to make the artifact
and you must know what the machines that are required to make the artifact
and where they are available. And we should know how it can be produced
cheap. What I am trying to drive in is that the knowledge of a certain kind is
required for the transition from what we call science into technology.
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Even that technological knowledge is not enough to build an artifact, it
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must also incorporate a production system that can repeat building this artifact
again and again, that is, the particular good that you are producing must be re-
producible. We should have a reproducible system which can continuously
produce artifact which has a social use and therefore value in the market. Any
enterprise needs such a reproducible system. Certain countries are more ad-
vanced than some other countries because they have that reproducible system.
Not just the knowledge of science will do. The empirical cum production
knowledge will come when we put together people from different disciplines
and different knowledge and then we can produce a product that society
needs. It can be a medicine or a vaccine or it can be the solution to any physi-
cal problem.

So all of these are dependent on the knowledge that societies have and
how that knowledge can be brought into the realm of productive enterprise.
And I think that it is the actual. The challenge isn’t that we don’t have enough
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capital in India. The challenges of labor and scarcity of resources in India are
also not very significant. I think we can overcome all of them. But what holds
us back particularly if we take the small-scale sector or what would be called
the ground up co-operative sector, is the scale at which we need to operate.

And that brings me to the second point. You don't need large scale fac-
tories we had earlier. What we need is descaling of production. You can actu-
ally build much smaller factories and therefore the capital investment required
is low and you also get more flexibility of manufacturing. The flexibility of
manufacturing systems is possible as you can embed a lot more intelligence
today at a very simple level. It doesn't require a lot of knowledge to do it. You
have what is called IOT switching, basic intelligence in which you can embed
lot of small things as well. So without much cost, all of these can be used to
control processes and descaling also can be attained. So you have two ele-
ments today, which are favorable to small sectors provided you can bring in-
telligence into it.

Bring human intelligence to it - knowledge. If we are able to provide
knowledge to these types of industries not merely as consultants, but with cer-
tain amount of involvement with an amount of commitment, then there 1s a
possibility of changing the way the sector is operated today. I say this because
it's very clear that in India, we are not likely to see any further large-scale in-
dustrialization of the kind that happened after the industrial revolution. Across
the globe you can now see that our economies of large scale have disappeared
because it's possible that you can have smaller units which produce the whole
lot of the parts and you can actually put them together much more easily.
That's made possible because knowledge has the ability to distribute produc-
tion and descale production. It is something capital has done for its own inter-
est, but nevertheless having done it, what makes that whole system work 1is
the fact that they control every element of the enterprise with their control
over knowledge. And there is also the possibility of small enterprises to suc-
ceed provided knowledge can be brought or shared.

Let us discuss another major change we have seen in last 20 or 25 years.
In fact it had more impact in the software industry. Big companies or those
companies that wanted to be big had proprietary software. They own the soft-
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Proprietary software

1

Microsoft
Offica

ware because software is treated as something equivalent to writing text and
copyright laws operated on it which means it has a 60-year copyright for in-
stance in India. In United States you have a much longer term copy rights. Ef-
fectively it was just copyright which gave the software companies the right to
sell copies of what they have developed. To make a copy it hardly costs any-
thing. It was sold in floppies first, later in CDs and now it can be downloaded
directly from internet. So the duplicates hardly have any cost but for the pro-
duction of the first original copy had cost because that's where people have to
work to build a functioning software system. But the real challenge to the sys-
tem was the understanding that this is actually harming the growth of the soft-
ware industry itself because instead of sharing a good work, people put it be-
hind secrecy laws. Intellectual property rights mean essentially that all are be-
ing kept secret. But later, various people including universities started sharing
their code widely without any copyright. But if you don't put the code under
copyright, there is one problem, someone else can add one line to it and say it
belongs to them because they have added one line. So the concept of a new
public license, GPS license came to existence which essentially says that if
you want to use someone else’s software you can download it and use it, but
you have to give it in copies to anyone who asks for it and any change you
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make should be given back to the community under the same license. You
cannot enclose it by copywriting it yourself. This is called the copy-left li-
cense. It created an enormous echo system and now lots of people willingly
contribute their knowledge and their software skills freely and thus created the
so called open source community.

But interestingly, free and open source community does not seem to
have brought a socialist enterprise system. In fact the biggest users of open
source software are now new monopolies like Google and Facebook. In fact,
they're also putting their software back into the free and open source commu-
nity partly because they have used the GPL licenses and they're not interested
in selling software. They're interested in selling only Google and Facebook
because that's how we make the money. They sell us to the advertisers.

The interesting part is that the software ecosystem today has changed so
dramatically that free and open source software has been accepted as the lead-
ing element of change. It produces better software. It produces openness and
everybody can look into what the problems are and can fix them. It also al-
lows people’s skills to develop much more quickly because they can see all
the good practices of software people and can learn from them. Translation of
knowledge becomes easier and faster and also transmits better knowledge
even to those companies who earlier used to fight against open source soft-
ware. Now companies like Microsoft have divisions for free and open source
software.

So basically the battle has been won. What does it prove? It proves that
we are willing to work for development of knowledge, in this case software,
and provide it free. It is challenging enough and also it gives pleasure to one
who does so. So a kind of social commitment came from this set of people by
sharing knowledge. Of course, it might have also helped monopolies as well.
In fact National Security Agency of the United States also uses this. And let
me make it a point that the knowledge being shared and being free is some-
thing which can be established in technology as well. This is not new and this
is how science has developed. In fact science did not develop because people
patented things. It develops because people solve puzzles because they really
want to solve them and they want to share it with the world. Therefore open
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source science. You don't even talk about
it because science has always been recog-
nized as something you need to share,
something you need to replicate. Scientific
community takes it for granted.

So, in the domain of developing
knowledge, these institutions already ex-
ist. There are attempts to defeat them by
trying to privatize knowledge and move
away from the sharing model. But as the

scientific enterprise is quite complex, it is
difficult to close it within certain walls. It
doesn't work because you need a lot of lat-
eral knowledge from other spheres in order to advance on your own. You do
not know which area will suddenly open the doors and add to your area a new
dimension.

So we have a history of sharing knowledge. We have a history of com-
munities that share knowledge and now if it can be done for software, is it not
possible to build open source communities for technology as well? And I
think that is the challenge that you are facing. Yes, theoretically it's possible.
For making it happen, you need a critical mass. If one or two people do it may
not be reproducible and it may not be sustainable. But you have a large com-
munity of more than 800 members. You have people drawn from various tech-
nical communities. You are willing to share this knowledge, this experience,
with people who do not have it, to those who are starting out small ventures.
There are people who are trying to build small startups and have the willing-
ness to put in some effort and some money but not having all elements of
knowledge that they need. If you can share your experience and your
knowledge with them and do it in a way that it creates a platform of such shar-
ing, then I think it will be a completely new and innovative social experiment.
We have done it in the software sector. But we haven't really successfully
done it with other spheres of technology.

We've been talking about doing it. I know that there are groups in the
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world who are trying to do it in different ways. But always the problem is that
they are individual efforts or efforts by a few small groups. May be they will
create small open labs but most of them have failed because communities
have not been built around such ideas. The open source software Community
succeeded as they had an advantage, the internet linked them.

And the software does not require that you sit in the same space to work
together. You can do things on your own, share it with others and you can
even do it remotely now something which is not possible for a whole range of
Industries. They're using different sets of people to come together as different
skills are needed for the enterprise to succeed. So that is why a small group of
people who may have a certain set of skills and technical knowledge are not
able to create sustainable and reproducible enterprises.

Yours is a very challenging and an innovative area. You are trying to
build the social experiment of bringing together a set of people who have
technical knowledge, knowledge of running enterprises, financial skills, legal
skills all that are needed for enterprises. And you want those groups that you
help, then reproduce them and you also want to see that the transversal trans-
mission of these technologies and these ideas take place. So it is not just the
knowledge of technology alone, but financial knowledge, legal knowledge,
managerial knowledge, all of it together is what you provide, which they are
not likely to get otherwise. I think that makes it a very challenging and inno-
vative exercise.

There are a lot of i1deas available in this area, though fragmented in na-
ture. There are exercises like ‘flexible manufacturing system’ , ‘open source

and you could really type out the code — o ; W

of the “program” that made them. y . {:} '
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manufacturing system’ etc., lot of it

-

were built on a technology where you
can get materials which can be used

So those kinds of things became' ‘;,k \ | 0
very niche. But they are not really able ..-"f i -

to look at much larger sets of issues.

You have started from fundamental is- =

@ THE EYE MAGAZINE 41 MARCH 202X



sues like water and shelter. These are fundamental to any society and if you
can in some sense build-up reproducible small Industries out of them, you
provide enormous benefit to society though you started simply as an exercise
of charity. It 1s also an exercise of reproducible form in which we transfer the
knowledge. So these enterprises can grow and similar enterprises can be fos-
tered by you. The time has come that we have the ability to reproduce
knowledge. We have the ability to have small groups, which could take this
knowledge. You have a large enough critical mass which stands behind these
ideas and these ideas are not spread for making one or two people alone big
but the same ideas again, and again spread to new sets of people and what re-
ally interests me is the fact that it could help a series of small enterprises. We
know that the informal sector is the one which is hit very hard and there is a
crisis due to concentration of money and wealth which fails to create jobs. It
is creating more wealth for a few. It is not generating productive assets for the
people and this is called market capitalization. See how irrational is the situa-
tion, the economy is shrinking and there's a huge crisis at the same time. We
have the stock market changes now as what's called the small market correc-
tion taking place both in the United States and India, but the reality is that it
will take the way into people's wealth which has shrunk due to covid-19. Not
only has the wealth of a small section not shrunk, but in fact you see the
growth of their wealth, the invisible wealth to market capitalization. So you
can see that the stocks of Facebook, Google and Amazon have risen. Reliance
and Geo stocks have also risen in India.

So how do you really produce productive assets for the bulk of our peo-
ple, so that the so-called GDP growth translates into active growth of income
and assets for all your people is not just 1%, or 0.1% as it is today. So, to have
a production system which is better both in terms of creating larger societal
wealth which benefits most of the people not just a small section and better in
terms of what is feasible to do in today's world for descaling of technology.
Yes, it's possible; the sharing of knowledge to build institutions is possible
provided you have people to share this with others. It is possible to provide co
-operatives; Kerala has a vibrant co-operative group and your housing co-
operative movement will be an enormous success.
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Cooperatives can succeed. But still many of them do not succeed or do not
work beyond the point. I think what is really lacking is the reproduction of
knowledge, which they can obtain from organizations like yours. And the
ability to reproduce this knowledge with such enterprises again, and again,
will help new enterprises to come up as you share this knowledge with others
as well.

So I think this is an idea which is entirely feasible. But what was lacking
was an organization to back up to that idea, and I think that is what you bring
in. All of you come together with your knowledge which can be shared with
smaller enterprises who then can take this forward. It includes technical
knowledge, managerial knowledge, financial knowledge, so on and so forth.

And in today's world, you also have to negotiate with an extremely com-
plex legal system. The government of India has created what I call various
compliances which have to be done mostly digitally and most of them require
actually people who know only this part of it so they no longer are account-
ants, but those who know what the government compliances are. And if this
can be reproduced, if this can be shared with enterprises, it would be really an
exciting endeavor.

I wish you all success. I am also quite willing to spare whatever energy
and time possible on this exercise. Thank you.
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My Passion

Jayalatha 1992 Civil

From the hardcore way

of being brought up,

To the Mind and Heart

- trimmed to fit the society,

I am not able to visualize my passion.
I am clouded with thoughts.

What is it that I seek for?

Sure, not for what I have attained till now.
Freedom?

Freedom, but with a crave for being wanted.
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Freedom from being dependent

and of being dependent upon,

and still being wanted.

Freedom for experiencing my passion,
and yet to remain an invisible soul.
Freedom from the regrets

of my unfilled wishes and dreams.
Freedom from the stinks

of purposeful hurts and avenges.

All I know is,

I break my bones, just to get

a deep sound sleep;

To avoid some thoughts

those which swallow my value
and my valuables.

Who did I trust during my zooming days?
Where did that trust diffuse away?

When did I loose the hold?

Did I ever have a hold?

Is it the Freedom coming into play?

Is it my Passion being realized?

No, Not Freedom
-I am running short of Trust To trust
-Simply, A blind Trust.

-
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Visit Meghalaya |mmed|ately..
or else....

Dinesh R, 1995 Mechanical

Visiting the thinly populated, less polluted hill state of Meghalaya in the
North East of India is anybody's dream... It is such a lovely state.

You just can't take your eyes off from the pristine mountains and the beautiful
greenery all around. The peace and tranquility and the clear air makes the
skies look so blue and beautiful. I felt really thrilled to have got an opportuni-

ty to travel through the hills of the state and was excited watching the beauty
of the hills...

Rains were scarce and hence the waterfalls were thin... Many falls had totally
dried up and the villagers were saying that once rains fall, water will gush out
through these holes in the hills... I promised them that I would return to enjoy
the beauty of the falls once the rain-gods start their downpour over their most
loved state...

Chirrapunji in Meghalaya has been regarded as the wettest place in the coun-
try but not anymore...
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And the villagers were telling me now they need to depend upon water tank-
ers for their drinking water... Till few years back, the natural streams that never
dried up -even in summers- used to quench their thirst...

As you reach Dawki, the busy border town between India and Bangladesh you
would start getting your answers...

Dawki is famous for its clear waters. You can go boating in the river and can
see the base of the river very clearly... The water is so clean and crystal clear...

The Indo-Bangla Border is a few meters away from the boating spot. Long
queues of trucks filled with granite stones can be seen there...

I asked the soldier at the gate. He happened to be from Kerala and we had a
long conversation.

He said that for the last one year, this phenomenon of unending movement of
trucks carrying granite stones from India to Bangladesh is happening non-
stop. He was blaming the dust and the chest infection caused due to the heavy
movement of trucks through this narrow entry point to Bangladesh.

I was wondering what may be the reasons for this new found love for Indian
granite in Bangladesh. Spoke to some shopkeepers at Dawki and could find
some answers.

Got more answers when I traveled the Dawki to Jowai route towards Krang-
schui waterfalls.
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What I saw was a systematic dissemination of the natural beauty of this hill
state... The hills are being removed one by one... systematically... using heavy
machinery... and they are being moved to Bangladesh in huge trucks. I saw
long line of trucks at least 20 Kms long from Dawki towards Jowai. One side
of the two lane road is totally taken up by these trucks. They are all filled with
granite stones and are waiting for their turn to cross the border, travel to Bang-
ladesh, handover this granite stones to the builders there and come back to
Meghalaya for a re-fill.

How long will the hills of Meghalaya remain like this?? How long can they
stand this demolition overdrive... a few months... at the best a few years...

It was 7pm when I traveled back the same route and the heavy machinery
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cracking into the hills and demolishing them at a furious pace was continuing
unabated even in that pitch dark...

I could see huge mountains just getting cut off like a piece of cake... Trees be-
ing felled... Heavy Machinery that crushes the big stones into pellets... Busi-
ness worth Crores and Crores...

And maybe no one to question.

If it continues unabated, you won't see a Meghalaya the way I am seeing it
now. You may see a plain land with no water and no trees. A hot place where
rains just don't happen. A Chirrapunji which lie permanently dry... A Krang-
schui with no water to fall... A Dawki with no river to go for boating....

The pace of the destruction is alarming.. As the BSF soldier said , one-hill-a-
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day moves from Meghalaya to Bangladesh. Of course, all concerned must be
getting benefitted!

I had read that the economy of Bangladesh is booming and that of India is
struggling. In India, the construction Industry has shrunk by 30% in the last
one year, whereas in Bangladesh it's on a growth phase.

In many a growth parameters and human indices, Bangladesh has started tip-
ping India. and they say this has reduced the number of people infiltrating to
India through those porous borders...

When I saw the way the trucks carrying tons and tons of Indian Granite
Stones to Bangladesh, I am also tempted to believe in all that I read compar-
ing the economies of the two countries.

Maybe even their Rain Gods can't now protect the Khasi Hills from the hu-
man greed...
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